
Licensure Application
Presbytery of the Mississippi Valley 

Date: _____________     

Name: ______________________________     Phone: _____________________
Address:  __________________________City/State/Zip: ____________________
E-mail address: _______________________________________________________________ 

Seminary Status: Junior              Middler              Senior              Other  _____        
If other, explain: 
Graduate of which seminary?  _________________________________

Denominational Status: 
Are you a member of the Presbyterian Church in America?  Yes ______     No _____     

If no, which denomination?

If yes, answer the following questions about your status: 

 ___Candidate of the Presbytery of the Mississippi Valley (Date received:________      ) 

        ___Applying for candidacy (Date:_________     ) 

        ___Candidate in ______                      Presbytery (State: __  Date received:   _____      )         

    ___Licensed in _______  Presbytery (State:____  Date received:   _____     ) 

For applicants who plan to supply a church: 
1. Church you plan to supply: _________________________________________________

City/Town _____________________________________  Phone __________________ 

2. Clerk of Session _________________________________   Phone __________________

3. Explain how you were chosen to supply this church.

4. How many services per month do you plan to supply?

5. Do you plan to perform other pastoral duties (visiting, teaching, etc.)? Yes ___No ___
If yes, what do you plan to do?

6. How long do you expect to supply this pulpit?

7. Do you want this experience to apply toward internship?  Yes ____No_____

8. If yes, you must apply for internship.

9. If you are not seeking internship at this time, what are your plans for internship?

Please return this completed form electronically to the credentials assisstant: pmvcredentials@gmail.com


	1. You need to be licensed if you preach more than once a month in one of the pulpits of the Presbytery of the Mississippi Valley.
	2. Depending on the frequency of preaching, you may need to be licensed in order to become an intern of this presbytery.
	3. You need not be a candidate of this presbytery in order to be licensed.
	1. A completed “Licensure Application.”
	2. A recent personal photograph (unless submitted as part of candidacy process).
	3. A completed “Examination on Views.”
	4. A completed set of examinations: English Bible, Theology and Church Government.
	5. A manuscript of the sermon you will preach at presbytery.  Use the enclosed “Guidelines for Sermon” as a reference for composing your sermon.
	6. A written request for you to become a Student (or Stated) Supply from the Session of the church you intend to supply (if applicable).  This request must be renewed annually.
	SCHEDULE OF DEADLINES
	1. Sermons are to be typed and double-spaced.
	2. Written sermons are to include:
	a. A detailed sermon outline,
	b. A manuscript of the sermon composed in an oral style, and
	c. A bibliography which should include at least three exegetical commentaries.

	3. Sermons are to be constructed in accordance with the principles of:
	a. Unity (Concentration of one biblical principle),
	b. Order (Organized, not just a miscellaneous collection of thoughts),
	c. Proportion (Some symmetry in dealing with major ideas),
	d. Progress (Logical and psychological movement to a climactic conclusion),
	e. Vitality (Related both to the text and congregation).

	4. The detailed sermon outline should include:
	a. The candidate’s name.
	b. The biblical text of the sermon.
	c. The title of the sermon.
	d. The occasion for which the sermon was written (i.e., presbytery meeting, Sunday worship services, etc.).
	e. The proposition (theme, central idea, homiletical idea, thesis, controlling assertion), a simple declarative sentence which sets forth the central idea of the biblical text in the form of a timeless principle.
	f. The specific objective or purpose of the sermon, i.e., the change(s) in the thinking, affections and/or actions of the hearers of the sermon for which you pray and preach.
	g. A few sentences of the sermon’s introduction.
	h. Major divisions of the outline which develop the text and proposition.
	i. Subdivisions which develop the major divisions.
	j. Notation of illustrations at appropriate points.
	k. Notation of applications at appropriate points
	l. A few sentences of the sermon’s conclusion.

	5. The preached sermon (at presbytery) shall be no longer than thirty (30) minutes. Due to this time constraint, it may be that the text of the written sermon will have to be shortened for delivery, but, NOTE WELL, the written sermon and sermon outlin...
	6. Finally, remember that although this sermon is a part of your licensure or ordination trials, your purpose here is not to impress us with your learning or persuasiveness. Charles Spurgeon said:
	1. Church you plan to supply: _________________________________________________  City/Town _____________________________________  Phone __________________
	2. Clerk of Session _________________________________   Phone __________________
	3. Explain how you were chosen to supply this church.
	4. How many services per month do you plan to supply?
	5. Do you plan to perform other pastoral duties (visiting, teaching, etc.)? Yes ___No ___          If yes, what do you plan to do?
	6. How long do you expect to supply this pulpit?
	7. Do you want this experience to apply toward internship?  Yes ____No_____
	8. If yes, you must apply for internship.
	9. If you are not seeking internship at this time, what are your plans for internship?
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